Order of Worship
PSALM 3

The congregation will sing the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father.”

PRAYER
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for
providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name.
Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your
Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living
Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

HYMN

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now | 98 v.1,3

Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion;
With your Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.
Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see your passion,
But its cause to me make known And its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin Wrought your deep affliction;
This indeed the cause has been Of your crucifixion.

PASSION HISTORY READING
27

Mark 14: 27-42

Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me. For it is written: ‘I will strike the
shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into
Galilee.”
29
But Peter said to him, “Even if all fall away, I will not.”
30
Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today—this very night—before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.”
31
But Peter kept saying emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you.”
And they all said the same thing.
32
They went to a place named Gethsemane. Jesus told his disciples, “Sit here while I
pray.” 33Then he took Peter, James, and John along with him and began to be troubled and
distressed. 34He said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow, even to the point of death.
Stay here and keep watch.”

35

Going forward a little, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him. 36He also said, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take this cup
away from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
37
When he returned to the disciples, he found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “Simon, are
you sleeping? Were you not strong enough to keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray that
you may not enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
39
Again he went away and prayed, saying the same thing. 40When he returned, he found
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. They did not know what they should answer him. 41He
returned the third time and said to them, “Are you going to continue sleeping and resting? It is
enough. The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Rise,
let us go. Look, my betrayer is near.”

HYMN

Go to Dark Gethsemane | 104

Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.
Follow to the judgment hall; View the Lord of life arraigned.
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, pain, or loss; Learn of him to bear the cross.
Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at his feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die.
Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid his breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom. Who has taken him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.

DEVOTION

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have
graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this
night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

HYMN
Now the light has gone away;
Father, listen while I pray,
Asking you to watch and keep
And to send me quiet sleep.
Jesus, Savior, wash away
All that I’ve done wrong today.
Make me ever more like you,
Good and gentle, kind and true.
Let my near and dear ones be
Safe with you eternally.
Oh, bring me and all I love
To your happy home above.
Now my evening praise I give;
You once died that I might live.
All your precious gifts are free—
Oh, how good you are to me!
Ah, my best and kindest Friend,
You will love me to the end.
Let me love you more and more,
Always better than before.

Now the Light Has Gone Away | 593

